
Land Court Mapping 



Mapping Basics 

• Tracing cloth of good quality or other material approved by the state 
surveyor [101(4)].  State Survey recommends erasable double 
matted mylar with a minimum thickness of 3mm (do not use vellum) 

• 10”x15”, 15”x21”,  21”x32”, 30”x36”, 36”x42” or any length thereof up 
to 72”, 42”x42” or any length thereof up to 72” [101(4)] 

• ½” border along all edges of map 
• Show trim lines on all four sides of map, except on the longitudinal 

sides for those maps that are 36” or 42” wide 
• Use black india drafting ink to plot (do not use emulsion style toner) 
• Use simple style font such as RomanS, no script or fancy font; text 

position should be consistent (all justified left or all centered) 



Trim lines on all four sides, except for maps 36 in. wide 



A. Application and Map number 
 
 
 
 
B. Title Block 
 
 
C. Surveyor Information 
 
D. Transfer Certificate of Title 
E. Land Court Endorsement 
 
F. Blank space 
 
G. Map size and Area 

  Right Hand Side of Map 



 A.  Application and Map Number 

     2.0 in. x 0.5 in. box 
     Top right corner of map, 

application number in small 
text 

 
     Leave Map number blank, 

make sure there is enough 
space for a 4-digit map number  

 
 
 Add CONS. label for 

consolidation maps 



B. Title Block 

 
 Title of the Court 

 
 Application No. 
 
 
 2/10” Minimum spacing 

between lines 
 
 
 
 

     Ili, ahupuaa, district 
and island 

 
 
 
 

     Do not use abbreviations  
 
 
 
 



Need 2/10” spacing for future edits to map (i.e. easement cancellation) 



As to Consolidation of Lots, note 
the Map old Lots were created 
on 

 

 

As to Cancellation of Restriction 
of Access rights, note lots being 
affected and the map where 
restriction of rights were created  

As to Designation of Restriction 
of Access rights, note lots being 
affected 

 

As to Easements being created, 
affected lots may be shown here 
or in the Notes Section 

 

As to Cancelled Easements, 
note maps they was created on 



If map is being 
made to designate a 
new easement and 
there are no 
consolidations or 
subdivisions, show 
Lot that the 
Easement affects in 
the title block 

Show record azimuths and distances of the entire lot of record 
being affected by the new easement.  Circles should be shown 
at the exterior corners of existing lot, never at easement corners. 

Don’t show area of affected lot. 



C. Surveyor Information 
• Licensed Professional Land Surveyor’s (LPLS) registration stamp 

should not be computer generated 
• Signature of LPLS should be signed in black india drafting ink 

[101(4)] or some sort of archival ink (Do not use sharpie pen) 
• LPLS number, expiration date, Ld Ct Cert Number 



 

           Do not change date 
below address.  This 
is the date the map 
was first made and 
should not change no 
matter how many 
times the map is 
corrected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     Date filed by Land 

Court should always 
be later than the date 
the map was made. 

      



D. Transfer Certificate of Title 

Single Owner, Single Certificate: 

Multiple Owners, Single Certificate: 



Single Owner, Multiple Certificates: 

Multiple Owners, Multiple Certificates: 

Put Lot numbers next to TCT 



E. Land Court Endorsement 

Leave enough space for date and Registrar’s signature 

Align 



F. Blank Space 

      Beneath  the Land Court endorsement, sufficient space, approximately 
21/2” shall be reserved for certificates, orders of the court and other 
writings [101(5)] 





Any time the map is amended, it must be noted.  



G. Map Size and Area 

• 10”x15” = 1.0 Sq. Ft. 
• 15”x21” = 2.2 Sq. Ft. 
• 21”x32” = 4.7 Sq. Ft. 
• 30”x36” = 7.5 Sq. Ft. 
• 36”x42” = 10.5 Sq. Ft. 
• 42”x42” = 12.3 Sq. Ft. 
• 36”x any length greater than 42” but no longer than 72” 
• 42”x any length greater than 42” but no longer than 72” 

 

The following map sizes shall be used and shown on the lower right corner of 
the map between the border and trim line. [101(4)] 



• True North should be pointing 
towards the top and on the right-
hand side near the top of the 
drawing [101(5)] 

• Map should be drawn to one of 
the following scales or any power 
of ten thereof: 

   Scale: 1 in. = 10 ft. 
  Scale: 1 in. = 20 ft. 
  Scale: 1 in. = 30 ft. 
  Scale: 1 in. = 40 ft. 
  Scale: 1 in. = 50 ft. 
  Scale: 1 in. = 60 ft. 
• Use a simple style north arrow, 

make sure to use the in. and ft. 
abbreviations, not  “ and ‘ 



Left Hand Side of Map 

 A.  Notes 
 B.  Tax Map Key 
  



A.  Notes 

If creating or canceling access restrictions, affected lots must be noted in 
the title block. 



A.  Notes - Easements 

Many types of formats for listing easements: 

Easement #, purpose, lots affected, area 

Must show:  
• Area to nearest foot if in square feet or thousandth place if in acres 
• Lots affected by that easement, unless it is already noted in the title 

block  
Do not show who easement is in favor of! 
Designation of easements should involve only one lot unless multiple 
lots are owned by the same owner 



For subdivision with many easements, table format may be used: 

Ideally, area 
should be listed on 
far right column. 
This leaves  
room for future 
edits. 



 Ideally, leave 1.5x text height spaces between easement listings.  We ask 
this to leave space for future notations or edits. 

 When a portion of Easement is cancelled, our draftsman needs space to 
write new area. 



B.  Tax Map Key 

 Tax map designation should be in one of the following formats and 
on the lower left corner of the map between the border and trim line: 

 
 Tax Map Key: (First Division) 0-0-00:Por. 0 and 0 
 Tax Map Key: (1st Division) 0-0-00:Por. 0 and 0 
 Tax Map Key: (1) 0-0-00:Por. 0 and 0 
 Tax Map Key: 0-0-00:Por. 0 and 0 (only use this format for Oahu 

maps) 
 
 Do not use abbreviation of TMK 
 



Miscellaneous Drafting Notes 

 Text type weights and heights should varying according to the status 
of what’s being labeled.  Same applies to line weights. 

 

  Existing adjoining notations, labels and linework should be lighter 
than new items. 

 



 Parentheses should be used for sub-distances that are not 
used to add up to the overall distance total. 

 

Lot Sub + Lot Sub = overall distance 
3091.56 + 735.00 = 3826.56 
 
Easement Distance 
(104.00) 
 



Lot Sub + Lot Sub = overall distance 
75.00 + 78.00 = 153.00 
 
Easement Distance 
(20.00) 
 



Circles should be used at all corners along the exterior boundary of  
the Lot being consolidated/subdivided 



 
 Trim lines inside of circles. 
 
 How big should the circles be?  Drawing in model space, the circle diameter 

should be scale/20.  For example, if scale is 1 in. = 60 ft., circles should 
have a diameter of 60/20 or 3 feet.  Or, circles measured on tracing should 
be 0.05 in. 

 
  



Lot Numbering for Single Lot subdivisions 
 
 Letters “I” and “O” shall not be used to designate lots and when letters are 

combined with numbers, “I” and “O” shall be skipped. [101(4)] 
 
 When subdividing only, new lot numbers should be assigned in sequence 

from the subdivided lot in an alternating alpha numeric fashion.   
  
 Petitioner may request for new lot numbers if they prefer. 
 
 



For example, Lot 800 subdivides into Lots 800-A, 800-B . . . , Lot 800-A  
subdivides into Lots 800-A-1 and 800-A-2, and so on up till six (6) 
alpha/numerals after which the State Survey Division will assign new lot 
numbers. 



Consolidation/Resubdivision 
 Show in light dotted lines (not even short dashes) the boundaries and 

numbers of the lots of the previous subdivision. [101(4)] 

Dotted lines 
and text for 
lots being 
consolidated 



Multiple Subdivisions, Multiple Lots 



Multiple Subdivisions, Multiple Lots 



Multiple Subdivisions, Multiple Lots 



Linetypes 
 Lot lines – solid lines; Inset borders – long dashed lines; Easement lines – 

medium dashed lines; Chord, azimuth, radial, direct tie lines – short 
dashed lines 

 
 



Radial Azimuths 
 Not necessary to show if it can be calculated from the information given on 

the map.  If no radials are shown, it will be assumed that the radials are 
tangent to the curve. 

Assumed 
tangent, no 
need to show 
radial azimuth 

Non-tangent 
curve, need to 
show radial 
azimuth 



Enlargements/Insets 
 When an inset is 

delineated on a map, 
a heavy long dashed 
line of the appropriate 
area shall be shown 
and labeled SEE 
INSET 

 Inset shall have a 
solid heavy border 
situated adjacent to 
the map border.  Do 
not use floating inset 
boxes!  Include north 
arrow in border, may 
use “not to scale” if 
drawing does not fit 
within the approved 
scales. 



 If a large portion of the map needs to be enlarged, an “ENLARGEMENT” 
should be used in lieu of an inset.  Insets may be shown within an 
enlargement. 



 A small enlargement can be made as shown below and can be shown 
within insets. 



Subdivision Approvals 
• All maps submitted to the Land Court must comply with the respective 

county subdivision ordinance 
–  Conservation Land needs approval from Board of Land and Natural 
   Resources 
–  Federal Land is exempt from all County’s approvals 

• A copy of the subdivision approval map must be submitted with the Land 
Court Map;  

• Maps made solely for Easement designation require Subdivision approval 
for Honolulu C&C only; neighbor islands do not need 

• For subdivision of a dual system land, a county approved composite map 
should also be submitted along with the land court map 

• HRS  §201N-14 exempts Renewable Energy Facilities from subdivision 
approvals 
– Easements 
– Subdivision for leases 



Easement Cancellations 

• Sole application for cancellation of easement can be done by petition only 
(No map necessary) 

• When canceling a portion of an easement or access restriction, a sketch 
with metes and bounds showing canceled portion and relevant ties to 
existing lots or remaining easements should be provided 

• Cancellation or deletion of a portion of an easement is shown only on the 
map from which the easement was created; subsequent maps that refer to 
the canceled easement are not updated  



Lot and Easement Labeling 

 Be consistent when labeling lots and easements.  Use one format only 
throughout the map (i.e. Lot 100 or 100); LOT 100, EASEMENT 300 or 
Lot 100, Easement 300 



• Azimuths’ directional arrows should always be placed to the right of the 
azimuth and not at the top or bottom 

• Azimuth directional arrows are not shown when using leader lines 



• Text should be right reading oriented 
 

• Show street names only if roadway has been dedicated to the County 
• Do not use “more or less” for areas 
• Setbacks not shown on previous map are not required to be shown; if 

setback is designated on the petition, it must be shown in title block and on 
the map 

 Text between 
180° and 359° 
should be 
oriented this way 

 

 Text between 0° 
and 180° should 
be oriented this 
way 

 



Adjoiners 

For Land Court Adjoiners: 
• Adjoining lots should be labeled with lot number and map number 
• Any nearby easements should be labeled with easement number and map 

number 
• Only show Application number if it is different from the map being created; 

otherwise all references are assumed to be a part of that application 
 

For Regular System Adjoiners 
• If Regular system land, label with lot number (not by TMK) 
• Easement labeling is more lenient than for Ld. Ct. 
• If in doubt, use original land title as shown on Map 1 of Application 





Use proper abbreviations 
• Abbreviation for Acre and Acres is Ac.   
• Abbreviation for Square Feet is Sq. Ft. 
• Abbreviation for Portion of is Por. 
• Do not use & (ampersand) as an abbreviation; write out the word “and” 
• Do not use ‘ and “ for feet and inches; use ft. and in. 



Lot and Easement numbers 
Show lot and easement numbers on first submitted tracing – it makes 
checking the map much easier for us 





Erosion 
Old lot number dotted text, record area 
solid text in parentheses 

 
Erosion area in 
parentheses, solid text 

 

Show old lot line as dotted 

 

All neighboring lots should 
be labeled with owners  

 

Shoreline determination date, shoreline type (i.e. vegetation 
line, face of seawall, highest wash of the waves, etc.) 



Research 

• How do I find which map my Lot is on? 
– Map search on 

http://ags.hawaii.gov/survey/map-search 
 

http://ags.hawaii.gov/survey/map-search


Research 

• How do I find which map my Lot is on? 
– Map search on 

http://ags.hawaii.gov/survey/map-search 
– TMK Map information 
 

http://ags.hawaii.gov/survey/map-search


Research 



Research 



Research 



Research 



Research 



Research 



Research 



Research 
• How do I find which map my Lot is on? 

– Map search on 
http://ags.hawaii.gov/survey/map-search 

– TMK Map information 
– County Property Tax Pages (TCT Numbers) 

http://www.honolulupropertytax.com 
   http://www.mauipropertytax.com/ 
   http://www.qpublic.net/hi/hawaii/index.html 
 (hawaiipropertytax.com) 
   http://www.qpublic.net/hi/kauai 
 (kauaipropertytax.com) 
 
    
 
 

http://ags.hawaii.gov/survey/map-search
http://www.honolulupropertytax.com/
http://www.mauipropertytax.com/
http://www.qpublic.net/hi/hawaii/index.html
http://www.qpublic.net/hi/kauai


Research 



Research 



Deregistration 

• HRS Chapter 501-261 to 269 
• Effective July 1, 2011 
• Time shares will be deregistered upon 

filing or recording of any instrument, 
document or paper conveying or 
encumbering a fee time share interest at 
the Bureau of Conveyances or upon 
written request of the owner 

 



Deregistration 

• SB 2233 & HB 2044 
– Extends sunset date indefinitely 
– Survey Office authorized to note changes on 

map 
 



Additional Legislation 

• SB02082 & HB 1636 
– Fee schedule authorization 
– Fee schedule increase 

 



Questions? 

Email: gavin.y.hirano@hawaii.gov 
Phone: 586-0390 

mailto:gavin.y.hirano@hawaii.gov
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